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PHILADELPHIA Lottery, 

>H7* Numb. » 

'J'HE Beater of this Ticket, in Cafe it be 
drawn a Prize, is entitled to the Prize fo 
drawn, provided it be demanded within Three 
Months after the Drawing is finifhcd. 




Permanent Want 

OLD AMERICAN 
LOTTERY TICKETS 

Philip G. Nordell 

R. D. 1, Ambler, Pa. 

Tel. Mitchell 6-6190 


PHILIP G. NORDPLI. 


Oftfc U7',f 


R. D. 1 AMBLER, PENNSYLVANIA 


June 6 , 1959 


h'x , Erie P. Eewiiian 
315 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, l!D, 

Dear ivu* , Newican : 

For years I v/as a friena oi the Soyas, Anev^ them 
vfeil, ana alter Fred aiea, Helen sola me nis lottery 
collection. I use their first names because I nave a 
ieeling, thougn I ao not know, tnat you also knew 
tnem well. Your nauje sounas strangely familiar to me, 
though 1 aon*t tnink eitner of them ever mentioned you 
to A i'irs. James S. ouilivan who had some tickets 

up in ]S<iassacnusetts a few years ago told me two xfeeKS ago 
she believes you are the person who wrote to her aoout 
them, in which I believe it could only have happenea 
tnis way: I gave up trying to buy the tickets ana turnea 
ner name over to Fred, ana since i know Fred often wantea 
others to correspona for him, possibly he got you to do 
tnis. Since I aui tne only one she nad ever written to 
about the tickets previously, I feel this must oe the 
answer. Wfeli, this will serve as an introauction. 

Do you collect tickets? Or do you collect currency? 

Fred liked to swap, and I’m wondering if he S 7 irapped 
currency with you for tickets, I nave been working on a 
nistory of lotteries for many years, whicn is nearly 
completed, ana inciaentally started collecting tickets. 

Since there were no collectors, evidently, when I started, 

I was able to build up the finest collection of tnem 
tnere is, long before I bought Fred’s. 

Seme aay I hope to get out a checklist of tickets 
•witn several locations v;nen possible of each, ana this 
is why I am v/ritiiig now, Frea had a big sheet of Universitv 

01 kar ylang Lottery tiemets, each one elaborately and 
aifferently engraved. Fred Knew I v/as frankly envious of 
nj.m for naving tnem ana a year later ne saia ne obtainea 

a secona sneet of them from St, Louis, 'wnich he swapped v/ith 
me for other tickets. Ana what interests me is nis saying 
tnat his soiree told nim tnese were tne only two sheets 
available witn no more located where they came from. Since 
Frea nas gone, are you VTialing or can you tell me more about 
tnis? ‘//ere tney tne only tv/o sheets? If more and ownea by 
an institution, wouia you let me Knov/ v/ho? I’m wonaering 
hov/ thej' ever got out to St, Louis. Are there other tickets 
tnere? I|d certainly like to ouy a i'ranklin Hail Roaa Lottery 
ticKet (Mssouri) of 1833 or earlier. There is one of Class 

2 at the Mssouri Hist, Soc, but years ago tney haa no 
duplicate. 


It seems silly to enclose a stamp, but in such instances 
as tziis it seems the thing to do. Sincerely, ^ ^ 


June 11, 1959 


Mr. Philip Q.Nordell 
R.D. 1 

Ambler, Pennsylvania 
Dear Mr. Nordell: 

lour letter o£ June 6,1959 was very welcome and you are 
ticke ^hat you were able to acquire Fred's lottery 


I, too, have been very friendly with them for many years. 

I collect American coins and currency and do a considerable 
amount of research and writing with respect to them. Fred 
had loaned me sections of his collection which were most 
elpful in connection with the books and articles I wrote, 
am hopeful ^hat I will, acquire certain sections of Fred's 
collection and I believe that will come about. 

Vnfrt lottery tickets but attempted to obtain for 

^ could in that field. I did write Mrs, 
Sullivan in an effort to be helpful to Fred. 

I believe that your book on the history of lotteries will be 
most welcome and I hope it is thoroughly illustrated. 

= i Maryland lottery tickets I obtained 

from a local collector in St. Louis, for Fred, by exchanging 

t«r^ Of Fred's for these tickets. This ticketf in 

turn, came out of a general accumulation of odds and ends 
and so far as I know was the only one in the group. 

I have been reading early American newspapers off and on and 
particularly during this last month and, L you khoS. there 

tte then.. 1 ibtalj 

the microfilm of the newspapers on inter-library loan, 

Jf'^lVTf specimens of the United States lottery 
diffJ3pn+ perchance, you now have duplicates of the 

lection of ContinentarcurrenJy!^***^ 
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Mr. Philip 0. 


Nordell 


June 11, 1959 


It was very nice hearing from you and I will be glad to 
help you in any way I can. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


I 

I Philip G. Nordeli 


R. D. I, Ambler, Pennsylvania 


June 27, 1959 


lix, Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

St. Louis 2, Ikb. 

Dear l/j?. Newman; 

Thanks a lot for your interesting and much 
appreciated letter. I hope very much you v/ill 
be able to acquire the sections of Fred’s 
currency collection you want. I v/ish I might be 
able todo something helpful in this matter. Please 
keep this entirely confidential, but as you might 
•well imagine, there are others v/ho at least have 
suggested to_ Helen ideas for its disposal. But 
if she had already made up her mind, she never 
gave any inaication she had come to a decision. 

I have exchanged duplicate tickets with 
numerous institutions, including several of the 
State historical societies, colleges and the Library 
of Congress. Very rarely will they sell duplicates, 
but they are glad to exchange them. They still have 
some tickets I want and i have been waiting for 
years to get duplicate tickets of equivalent 
interest and importance for them. While several 
of them do not limit their acquisitions to their 
ovm States, others do, which of course makes it 
more difficult for me. However, it is an easy 
matter to talk them into taking United States Lottery 
tickets. At the same time, since these tickets are 
not excessively rare, or even rare as lottery tickets 
go, I am trying to build up reconstructed strips of 


Jiric P, Nev/man 
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Philip G. Nordell 


R. D. I, Ambler, Pennsylvania 


tickets in each class and also am trying to get 
in?ach class a ticket signed by each of the managers 
in^that class. So you see, numerous tickets in 
this lottery have gone into my permanent collection. 
This will explain why at present I ;TOuld rather not 
of these tickets. But reconstructing 
strips is one of my pastimes which is quickly 
shelved if and when nev/' tickets come along. All of 
which means that if and when you get hold of other 
tickets you don’t want, and if I can use them, even 
for trading, then I shall certainly give you first 
shot at the U,S, tickets, of which I imagine you are 
merely hunting for one in each class, — — I have just 
removed a ticket in Class 1 and another in Class 3 
from envelopes for future trades and have out in a 
new one with your name, and if the bait is' alluring, 
will probably be glad enough to take out tickets 
irom Classes 2 and 4 from my perme.nent collection. 


V 1 - • are^ola papers, I began my research 

back in 194^ and spent more than a year in law 
libraries alone, going through every issue of session 
laws for a century of every colony and State, 
paragraph by paragraph to get authorizations, since 
many were concealed in acts for other purposes and 
are not mentioned in the indexes. But' this took care 
only of the authorized lotteries, or rather their 
authorizations. Then I had to spend years and years 
goi^ tnrough tens and tens of thousands of papers 
hunting for the drawings of the above and also", very 
important, the hundreds of important (and all) 
lotteries tnat_ were run without legislative authori- 
zation, ihis is 7/hy my research took more than a 
dozen years before I even started to vn?ite the book. 


IviT. iiric P. Kevraan 
Philip G. Nordell 

R. D. I , Ambler, Pennsylvania 

for of course there are altogether many thousands 
of manuscripts pertaining to lotteries in the big 
eastern institutions, as for example, the Llnutes 
of the trustees of colleges and cities that ran 
lotteries. Now nr^ trouble is that I have such an 
enormous mass of interesting information that I 
can’t possibly use more than a very little bit of 
it except for the purpose of making generalizations, 
and thus I nave no room for any amount of interesting 
aetail. For example, almost nothing has been 
correctly ?n?itten on the United States Lottery . Even 
some of the best historians have v/ritten as if 
there were tv/o or three lotteries, apart from classes, 
and it has frequently been said it v/as not drawn, 

1 have discovered hidden av;ay in an old library the 
letter book of the managers. Then, a dozen years ago 
I located a descendant of one of the managers who had 
unique information concerning the lottery preserved 
in a Datch of letters 77ritten to his ancestor manager. 
Fortunately ± took copious excerpts from them. Two 
years ago he died ana his widow has never been able 
to locate the letters, no library among those he 
frequented or to whom he presented material ever 
received them and they really seem to be lost. And 
then I have some unique information. So all in all 
this lottery should receive full treatment, which I 
proceeded to do, but it v/ill cover 40 pages, and since 
I still nave so much to vrrite about, with 800 pages 
already written, the meat axe will ha.ve to be applied 
and this chapter may have to be reduced to less than 
half. 


Good luck, I’m sure we’ll ■'OTite some more. By 
tne way, I see ’’Burt’s Retail Shoe Stores" listed at 


La?, iiric P, I^iewman 
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Philip G. Nordell 


R. D. I , Ambler, Pennsylvania 


the bottom of your first sheet, '^Then I was a boy and 
lived in a Boston suburb, across the street lived 
E. F. Burt, the originator of the Ground Gripper 
E, ¥/, Burt shoes, an old man with a white beard, and 
his daughter, a good friend of my mother’s, and his 
son, Ned Burt, v/ho took over the business. If he 
were living now, he’d oe close to 80, I have not seen 
or heard of these Burt shoe stores for many years and 
am wondering if your company absorbed them or if they 
were first absorbed by someone else. 

It is amusing, but not surprising, that Fred 
got you to Yn?ite to iirs, Bullivan, He had a strange 
reluctance, it seemed to le at times, about going after 
tickets such as hers directly. It is a wonder I ever 
got them. I gave up and handed her name and address 
to I red. Then one day when I v/as away she and her 
nusbarid stopped at our house, and v/hile he stayed out- 
side in the car smoking two or three cigars and 
wondering wnat the hell she could be doing in the 
house for so long,^ she and my v/ife struck up one of 
those rare friendships, and now the four of us are 
the best of "’friend^ . 


Sincerely 




October 5, 1959 


Mr. Phillip Q, Nordell 
R.D.l 

Ambler, Penna, 

Dear Mr. Nordell: 

I am enclosing an excerpt concerning lotteries 
which you may not have. 

I would be most anxious if you would sell me 
some of the Continental Congress lottery tickets 
of 1776. I am sure you have duplicates and 
probably some that I let Fred have because he 
was so nice to me. 

See what you could find, would you? 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


PHIMP G. NORDEI.I- 


R. D. 1 AMBLER, PENNSYLVANIA 


October 17, 1959 

Mr, Eric P, Newman 
400 Washington Ave, 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thanks for your enclosure and for your letter. I 
really did tell you the truth regarding the United 
Sta^s Lottery tickets in my last letter. Whenever I 
feel there is a chance of completing a reconstructed 
strip I try to do so, which is what I am doing in all 
classes of -this lottery except Class 3. I am also 
trying to complete sets of .tickets signed by the persons 
who were managers of each class. This is the most 
important lottery every run in the U. S. I have a 40-p. 
chapter on it. As hard up as I am for cash to spend on 
collecting, I -simply do not want to break up these 
partly completed strips as this- time for cash . But as 
I told you, when it comes to exchanging, any for tickets 
of equal importance, to me that is, I wouldn’t hesitate 
a minute. Fred got most of his tickets from numismatists. 

I have no contact with them at all except through you. 

Surely you will hear of other lottery tickets. But you 
know of course I have all the common tickets. Also, I 
am convinced that the |)resent prices of lottery tickets 
are ridiculously too low, mainly nominal owing to lack 
of interest, but if and when ny book is completed, with 
reproductions of scores of tickets, I feel it might do 
to tickets what Harry Peters* book on Currier and Ives 
lithographs did to them- send them sl^rocketing . For 
this reason I don’t like to sell any tickets now, but as 
I say, I trade. In £ct I traded off two or three duplicates 
of other U.S. classes before I ever wrote to you. 

I’m sure you are still convinced I’m a stinker, but 
all the same I’m sending the enclosed as a gift. VJhile 
this ticket in Class 3 is the commonest of all, signed but 
unnuntoered, ' not issued, it is the rarest with the number, 

I have several duplicates of this one alone, but the 
enclosed is the best, I swear. 


Sincerely, 


October 21, 1959 



V r Mr. Philip G. Nordell 

. Ambler, Pennsylvania 


V , Dear Mr .Nordell i 

'v‘ a ' 


Thank you very much for the lottery ticket. 


i . 


, 1 * 
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% 


I will certainly be glad to keep ray eyes open 
for lottery tickets for you but I do not know 
which are common and which are not. 

I am sure our paths will cross again and, until 
that time, accept my kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


